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Club Shooting Hours 
Are as follows, 0800 AM until sunset, use you hunting guide to de-

termine sunset. If there is an organized event under lights, that 

may go to 10 PM. The lights on ranges are for organized events 

only. 

Guest’s 
Anyone who is not immediate family is considered a guest and is 

required to pay the $5.00  guest fee. Tubes are located on each range. 

Immediate family is defined as, spouse, and minor children. 

The business cards in this publi-

cation are not paid advertise-

ments. These businesses have 

supported Saginaw Field and 

Stream Club and the cards are 

in recognition of this. Please 

support those who support us! 

 

Membership Meetings 

are at the Crooked 

Creek Banquet Ctr. 

    9387 Gratiot Rd. 
 

Next Meeting 

Thurs. March19, 

2009 

7:00 PM   
Program will be Dr. 

Patrick Rusz, feral swine 

(wild pigs) in Michigan 

 
Don W. Miller was not in his 

seat missed out on $300 

Cash Raffle is worth $320 if 

your in your seat. 

 
Richard A. Pollick won the  

Gift Certificate from Gander 

Mtn. 

 

March Prize will be a 

$300 Gift Certificate from 

Bare’s Sporting Goods 

 
Identification Statement 

Saginaw Field and Stream Club 

Newsletter is published monthly 

by the Saginaw Field and Stream 

Club. 

  $10.00 
The membership present and voting at the business meeting has voted to 

retain the over payment and place it in our operations account. The vote 

was 143 in favor and 7 against. 

Scholarship Applications 
Saginaw Field and Stream Conservation Scholarship committee 

will be accepting applications. The details are on the clubs web 

site www.saginawfieldandstream.com. The application, instruc-

tions and timeline will be on the web. Any other questions may 

be directed to dbiver@sbcglobal.net. 

Newsletter is now on the web site 
You can view the complete newsletter and calendar  

on the club website  

Check out the member items for sale section (it’s free) 

Dunham's Sports 
 

 will be having a Saginaw Field & Stream Club members 
only weekend sale on April 3rd, 4th, and 5th, 2009.  Pick 
up:  Yellow discount card and blaze orange discount flyer at 
the store check-outs.  Take Saginaw Field & Stream Club 
membership card for ID. 
  

http://www.saginawfieldandstream.com/


Club Administrative News 

                              Financial Report 
                                                James L. De Clerck, Treasurer 

    Income:    $ 21,365.81 
 Expenses: $ 14,123.25  
   Savings Account: $ 197,438.07 
 Checking Account: $ 9,419.80 

 

Membership Report  March, 2009 
Mike Meyer, Membership Secretary 

 

 

 

 

1491     44    1535 

General              Associate     Total 

Members    Members   Membership 
 

 

 

                                                                    New General Members                                                     

                

                   Jason L Beck                       Isaiah E Bradd                        Ned G Cook 

                   Michael D Cox                       John A Cummings                        Joel Fritz 

                   Jon Hall                       Nick M Himm                        Robert R Hinterman 

                   Victor E Lorenz                       Joseph G Maczik                        Don W Miller 

                   Jerry Myers                       Peter J Oskvarek                        Jeffrey P Umstead 

                   Dan Warren 

 

 

                                                                    General  Members Rejoined                                            
 

                    Anton Dobschensky                       David J Flowers            Thomas J Gulliford 

                    Ross A Lake                       Richard J LeClair            James T Malicoat 

                    Robert E Nelson                       Erik Skabardis            Cliff J Yackel 

 

 

Building Donations 
 

$38,906.00 



        Sunday                 Monday                 Tuesday              Wednesday            Thursday                   Friday                  Saturday 

Saginaw Field and Stream Club Planner  for March 8 - April 18 

March 8 

 

SVAA 

Archery 

CEC 

8AM-5PM 

 

 

9 

 
Indoor Archery 

11 AM & 7 PM 

 

Police on Rifle 

Range 

8AM-5PM 

10 

 
Indoor Archery 

12 AM & 7 PM 

 

Trap & Skeet 

4 PM 

11 

 
Indoor Archery 

 7 PM 

12 

 
Skeet 6 PM 

13 

 
Indoor Archery 

 7 PM 

14 
Youth Archery 

8AM-12PM 

Trap & Skeet @ 

11 AM 

Jr Target League 

1:30-5PM 

Black Powder 

Rifle 10 AM 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 
Indoor Archery 

11 AM & 7 PM 

17 

 
Indoor Archery 

12 AM & 7 PM 

 

Trap & Skeet 

4 PM 

18 

 
Indoor Archery 

 7 PM 

19 

 

Membership 

Meeting 

7:00PM 

Crooked 

Creek 

20 

 
Indoor Archery 

 7 PM 

21 

 
Indoor 3D 

8AM-4PM 

Trap & Skeet 

11 AM 

All Outdoors 

Sports Banquet 

5:00 PM 

22 

 
3D Indoor Arch-

ery 8AM-3PM 

23 

 
Indoor Archery 

11 AM & 7 PM 

24 

 
Indoor Archery 

12 AM & 7 PM 

 

Trap & Skeet 

4 PM 

25 

 
Indoor Archery 

 7 PM 

26 

 

Board of Di-

rectors Meet-

ing 

7:00PM 

CEC Bldg. 

Skeet 6 PM 

27 

 
Indoor Archery 

 7 PM 

28 

 
Trap & Skeet 

11 AM 

29 30 31 

 
Trap & Skeet 

4 PM 

April 1 2 

 

Skeet 6 PM 

3 

 

Archery Fun 

Night 

7-9PM 

CEC Bldg 

4 

 
Trap & Skeet 

11 AM 

5 

 

Snow Bird 

Trap Shoot 

9AM-4PM 

6 

 
Black Powder 

Shotgun 6PM 

7 

 
Trap & Skeet 

4 PM 

Black Powder 

Rifle 6 PM 

 

4-H Archery 

6:30 PM CEC 

8 

 
 

9 

 

Skeet 6 PM 

10 11 

 
Trap & Skeet 

11 AM 

12 13 

 
Black Powder 

Shotgun 6PM 

 

 

 

14 

 
Trap & Skeet 

4 PM 

Black Powder 

Rifle 6 PM 

 

4-H Archery 

6:30 PM CEC 

15 

 
FBI Pistol Range 

9-3PM 

Cowboy Pistol 

 

 

16 

 

Skeet 6 PM 

17 

 
 

18 

 
Trap & Skeet 

11 AM 

Youth Small 

Bore 

3-D Archery 



           I would like to thank the 150 members who 

showed up at our business meeting. I thought that this 

was fantastic because the only program was club busi-

ness. The front page article  states, 143 members voted 

for the retention of the $10.00 over payment against 7 

no votes. Treasurer De Clerck  presented charts and 

graphs that showed the income of the club and it’s ex-

penses. To keep this club financially sound, the dues 

must pay the base cost of the organization. We cannot 

depend on a handful of people who help out and raise 

money for the club. I have heard more than once that 

our fund raisers i.e. banquet should go for expenses. 

Well boys and girls I’m here to tell you, the efforts of 

a few will not be used so some can sit back and com-

plain that the club does not do anything for them. 

What does the club do for you? The club provides 

range opportunities both archery and firearms. There 

is a stocked lake for fishing. There are educational 

programs, youth programs, the club is very active in 

MUCC and monitors what the DNR and DEQ are do-

ing, and when we speak they listen. We are trying to 

get a building project off the ground. The planning is 

horrendous. Everybody seems to be a  building expert. 

Our building committee is doing a fantastic job trying 

to make sure that all codes, laws and requirements are 

met. The blue prints are near complete. Once they are 

complete we can obtain bids on what this will cost us. 

At this time we will approach the membership with 

the details and ask permission to proceed. I’ve have 

said this before, the financial security of this club will 

not be imperiled on my watch. We have members who 

are not informed, not involved, and not there, doing 

the old diarrhea of the mouth routine. Even to the ex-

tent of going to the township and complaining of 

wrong doing. Of course the township found no basis 

for the a complaint. Idiotic actions like this serve what 

purpose? I will ask this of you, if you hear negative 

comments or complaints, ask the individual where 

they got their information, and are they involved, are 

they educated in the area or nature of the complaint. If 

you get a “yes” answer then you can bet only a frac-

tion of the information is accurate. If you get a “no” 

answer then you can bet all the information is bull 

stools.  

     As far as the health of the organization, now we are 

in great shape. A dues adjustment will not be looked at 

now until at least 2011 or 2012 and I stress looked at.  

     If you are like me, I’m kind of tired of winter. It 

was nice in November but now it’s old. I thought I 

heard a Robin singing a day ago, I thought “wow, a 

harbinger of spring” Time to put the ice fishing gear 

away. My Turkey permit has been purchased. I think 

it’s time to start thinking about getting the boat ready. 

So many important things to do! I really can’t remem-

ber the last time that we have had an early spring. As 

soon as it warms a little more I have promised some 

people that I would give them a skeet lesson. This I’m 

looking forward to. However, I might be chewing off 

a bit more on this one, most all of those guys really 

know what they’re doing. I would like to see a little 

more organized pistol activity. We have the cowboys, 

but then again not everyone is a cowboy. I envision 

some limited type of EDP or some three gun shooting. 

If you have any ideas, or would like to get involved 

give me a call or email me.  

     “Involved” an amazing word, we have a number of 

board openings. As a director of the club, the primary 

duty is fiduciary or managing the clubs money. The 

directors are involved at different levels in different 

areas, a little or a lot depending on their availability. If 

you would like to serve on the board of directors 

please contact Don Fournier at 989-652-8707. We 

have a misconception that being on the board means 

busting your hump. This is not true, however it is a 

commitment. The only requirement is you should be a 

free thinker and don’t have a personal agenda. The 

club comes first. The club is about conservation and 

education. Wise use of our natural resources. Says a 

lot don’t it!  

     Our anti-gun Attorney General, Mr. Holder is wav-

ing the semi-auto ban flag again, we have the S.B. 45 

out there, and the ammunition accountability act. With 

the past election, the anti-gun doors have thrown open. 

What do they fear? President Obama said he wouldn’t 

take our guns. He didn’t say someone else would. Be 

vigilant, be aware and be prepared.  

     Enough of this, enjoy your spring whenever it gets 

here and I hope to see you out there. 

 

Tom Heritier, President 

      

President’s Commentary 
The comments contained herein are entirely mine unless otherwise noted, Tom Heritier 



The Trap & Skeet Field 

Trap & Skeet Report  by Mike Meyer 

   

 
Saginaw Field & Stream trap shooters are still leading at the half-way point of the traveling winter trap 

league, but the standings are tightening up.  We have four more shoots left to see if we can keep the travel-

ing trophy for another year. 

 

We will be holding several ATA registered trap shoots this year.  See our website for details. 

 

Our skeet shooters had a special treat the other day as 4 deer stood in the field 150 yards away watching 

them shoot a couple of rounds.  I’ll bet the deer are still laughing about the skeet shooters missing all those 

targets. 

 

 Don’t forget, we are still offering an orientation to skeet or trap shooting.  You can stop in on Tuesday from 3 PM to 9 PM, or Sat-

urday from 10 AM to 4 PM for personalized orientation or lessons.   Call for more information. 

   

Our list of straight shooters is a little sparse, as we still have three trap shooters on the injured list.  Two of our normal straight shoot-

ers have recently undergone back surgery and Greg King is still nursing a broken thumb from a sledding mishap.  

 

Here are the shooters that broke 25 straight or better from January 31st    thru February 24th : 

 

                        Trap    Trap    Skeet    
 

  50 Straight    25 Straight, Cont.   25 Straight 

  Bill Otter                                                 Tom Dugalech                Gary Yackel - 2 

                                               Rick Pastor                Frank Wendzik 

   25 Straight        Tom Cox 

  Bill Otter - 3    

  Collin Wietfeldt - 2  (on Hillbilly Bunker Trap)   

The Cure Fer What Ails Ya 

Well, folks! Spring is jest waitin’ to surprise us with some of her shenanigans. That’s probably why it arrives right after St. Patrick’s Day. 

She’s probably of Irish decent with her sense of humor!  Whatever, I’m sure happy to see March come in, lamb or lion. It’s like takin’ that final 

sigh of winter and exhaling it with the knowledge that better days are a comin’. But ya know there is one more thing the old timers did back in the 

earlier days to greet spring. Seems like a good dose of spring tonic was guaranteed to make yer blood rise like the sap in a tree. Now, some tonics 

were more “reputable” than others, and dependin’ on who you talked to, some worked most deliciously, while others could curl the hair on a mangy 

dog.  The recipes fer spring tonic varied greatly but one thing was certain, there was no getting around taking a dose of it.Early American settlers 

used commonly available plants to concoct their spring tonics, which were usually bitter, foul tasting brews.  Mothers with a more compassionate 

heart, though never seen partaking of the vile liquids themselves, laced it with honey for their little ones.Still, their general feeling was if it tasted 

good, it wasn’t doing you any good. I can’t help but wonder how people survived some of the more horrific brews, such as brown sugar and kero-

sene for whooping cough. Makes me cough jest thinkin’ about the nasty stuff!  I’m sure some were ok, but I’m akin to thinkin’ more were down-

right nauseous! Yet, many survived the black strap and molasses and remained healthy in spite of having to take it daily until the creek thawed!As I 

mentioned, some of their concoctions tasted mighty fine. Take sarsaparilla.  Though considered a medicinal remedy, it appeared on most saloon 

shelves.  It was advertised throughout the country as a blood purifier and spring tonic.  But truth be told, sarsaparilla “cheered as it cured” from the 

high amounts of alcohol it contained.  A “good” sarsaparilla would never freeze, regardless of the temperature. Advertisements of the day touted 

creations such as Texas Charlie Bigelow’s Kickapoo Indian Sagwa and Doc Hamlin’s Wizard Oil. Wahooooo! Jest them names alone makes me 

want to do a spring jig!  Even sarsaparilla had to compete with the likes of Dr. Hostetter’s Celebrated Stomach Bitters weighing in at a whopping 94 

proof.   Eventually new patent medicine laws put the kabash on the high loads of alcohol and dubious ingredients bottled up under the disguise of 

good health.I reckon we can be thankful fer our modern-day spring remedies, like headin’ out to the F&S club to do a little shootin’, be it by bullet, 

arrow, or mouth. Cowboy practice starts April 15th and Midland Gun Show April 25th. More on those next month. For now, Spring is here, folks. 

Take yer medicine and get movin’. And least I ferget, if’n yer throat hurts, you’ll need to breathe heavily on a frog. The frog's heart should start 

beatin’ rapidly and you will feel instant relief. After eight to ten minutes your throat disease will have passed completely onto the frog…or so they 

say. I say it sure beats kissin’ him Happy Trails, 

Katie Callahan, SASS #23077 



Thank You to the Following Sponsors 

Dick Williams 

Gun Shop 
4985 Cole Rd 

Saginaw, Mi  

989-777-1240 

Bare’s Sport Shop 
Riverside Plaza 

104 W.  Water St. 

Saint Charles, Mi 

989-865-9868 

O’Connor’s Carpet One 

Carpet One 
Larry Jarabeck  

Owner 

5355 Gratiot Rd, Saginaw, Mi 

989-793-0960 

The Prairie Ringneck Preserve 
Www.PrairieRingneck.com 

 

Pheasant Hunts 

August 15 thru April 1 

 
989-737-6579                   6440 Mower Rd, Saginaw 

Lee R. Leroy 
Vice President| Financial Consultant 

 

 

HILLIARD LYONS 
The LeRoy / Bartnikowski Group 

4835 Towne Centre Rd | Suite 103 | Saginaw, Mi 48604 

989-790-1128 | 800-310-1715  | Fax 989 790-7291 

989-213-5834 

Roger’s 
Hobby Center 

   5620 State Street 

   Saginaw, Michigan 48603 
   989-790-0080          Fax 989-790-0350 

Cheryl Hadsall 

5820 Gratiot Road           
Saginaw, Mi 48638 

989.790.2900 experience 

Willows, Salon & Day Spa 

These businesses support us, please return the favor! 

 



2009 MUCC CAMP FOR KIDS  

 
For more than 60 years, Michigan United Conservation Clubs has offered Michigan kids ages 9- 16 an amazing week-
long summer camp experience. Guided by conservation values, Camp for Kids gives youth a chance to be fully im-
mersed in enjoying and developing an appreciation for our great outdoors. A true Michigan experience, Camp for Kids 
has been hosted in many beautiful facilities across our great state; Ocqueoc, Proud Lake, Ludington State Park, Clear 
Lake, Higgins Lake and Mill Lake, before finally settling into its current home at the Cedar Lake Outdoor Center located 
in the Waterloo Recreation Area in Chelsea, Michigan. This year, as we embark upon some exciting renovations to the 
Cedar Lake Outdoor Center, Camp for Kids will be hosted by yet another exciting camp, Camp Wathana. This will be for 
the 2009 camp season only. For a map of Camp Wathana, go to http://mucc.org/images/wathanamap.pdf.  Camp Wa-

thana has been in the business of providing exciting outdoor programming for boys and girls for over 75 years. Located 
on the shores of Green Lake in Holly, Michigan, Wathana will provide the same capstone conservation experience par-
ents, clubs and partners have come to expect from the MUCC Camp for Kids. 
  
WHAT IS MUCC’S MICHIGAN OUT-OF-DOORS CAMP FOR KIDS? 
The MUCC Camp for Kids is a 6-day, 5-night summer adventure designed to instill a 
love for the outdoors into Michigan’s kids. Since 1946, Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs has helped more than 50,000 kids learn the value of conservation while intro-
ducing them to the wonderful world they live in right here in Michigan’s great out-
doors. Kids attending Camp for Kids will experience fishing, canoeing, swimming, 
hiking, forestry, wildlife identification, archery and more! Campers also learn basic 

firearms safety, have the opportunity to earn their hunter education certificates and 
learn the value of sound conservation practices. 
  
WHY IS THE CAMP IMPORTANT? 
There is an increasing and alarming disconnect between people and the outdoors. More and more often, people are 
spending their leisure time indoors, plugged into electronic devices ranging from computers to television to iPods to 
video games. Statistics supporting these statements are overwhelming. From 1997 to 2003 the U.S. saw a decline by 
50% in the proportion of children age nine to twelve playing outdoors. In 2003 the average American devoted 327 
more hours to electronic pursuits than in 1987.  

 
Along with this disconnect, we are also seeing a growing lack of 
understanding of what kids and their families see in nature, even 

in their own back yards. Many people can not longer name local 
wildlife and plants. Common-sense conservation principles of wise 
natural resource use are no longer common or instinctive.  
Today’s kids have an array of summer entertainment venues to 
choose from, but only MUCC’s Camp for Kids will help them learn 
about, appreciate, respect and connect to Michigan’s great out-
doors. Instilling a conservation ethic in kids is a crucial step to 
ensuring that Michigan’s future leaders will value our natural re-
sources. The goal of the camp is to not only let the kids have a 
great time enjoying Michigan’s outdoor playground, but to also 
teach them the value of conserving those resources for the fu-
ture. 

  
 
 
 

HOW DOES THE CAMP WORK? 
There is an MUCC Camp for Kids experience available for a wide array of kids. MUCC offers three levels of camp: Jun-
iors (for ages 9-12*) and Regular (for ages 12*-15). There are also two weeks of Advanced Camp offered for kids ages 
13**-16** who have previous outdoor experience. This year's Camp for Kids will be hosted by Camp Wathana in Holly, 
MI.  
 
IS IT A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR MY KIDS? 

Camp Wathana, the host for MUCC’s 2009 Camp for Kids, is an American Camping Association (ACA) certified camp. 
ACA certification ensures that the camp is providing the highest levels of cleanliness, safety and care for your children.  

http://mucc.org/images/wathanamap.pdf


 
WHAT DOES IT COST? 
Michigan Out-of-Doors Camp for Kids offers week-long camps throughout the summer and offers three experience levels.  

SUMMER 2009 SCHEDULE  

WEEK 1: JULY 12-17  

Junior Camp (Ages 9-11)  
Regular Camp (Ages 12*- 15)  
 
WEEK 2: JULY 19-24  
Junior Camp (Ages 9-11)  
Regular Camp (Ages 12*- 15)  
 
Advanced Camp (Ages 13**- 16**)  
 
WEEK 4: AUG. 2-7  
Junior Camp (Ages 9-11)  
Regular Camp (Ages 12*- 15)  
Advanced Camp (Ages 13-16)  
* Campers age 12 that have competed 7th grade attend Regular Camp.  
Campers age 12 that have completed 6th grade attend Junior Camp.  
** Advanced (13-16) with previous MUCC Camp experience or hunter’s safety card.  
The fees are as follows:  
Junior Camp (ages 9-12*): $360  
Regular Camp (ages 12*-15): $360  

Saginaw Field & Stream Club 

Outstanding Member Award 
 

The Outstanding Member Award was implemented by the Board with the intent to publicly recognize and honor the member or 

members that best exemplify the mission of the club through their commitment.  

 

This year the Board is proud to announce that club member Wayne Hartwig has been selected as Outstanding Member. Wayne was 

honored at the February membership meeting. He was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation naming him Outstanding Mem-

ber; he also received a patch with the Saginaw Field & Stream logo and a rocker patch for his jacket that states for all to see that 

Wayne is truly an Outstanding Member. His name will be added to the plaque in the CEC building.  

 

Dale Winters and Dave Moeller nominated Wayne Hartwig for the Saginaw Field and Stream Club Outstanding Member. From the 

start of 2008, Wayne has stepped up and become an asset benefitting the club.  With spare time at a premium for all, Wayne took 

over running the Monday and Friday night indoor archery leagues.  This allowed the continuation of these shooting nights when an 

organizer was needed. 

 During the summer, Wayne volunteered his time with the 3-D archery shoots and came up with ideas to improve the notori-

ous “long elk” shoot.  Then, he worked on new novelty shoots and has turned the extra money makers into a form of entertainment.  

A moving target system is back and various other options are available now.  All from ideas he came up with and time volunteered.   

 Next, Wayne came up with the idea to start the indoor 3-D archery shoots for when the weather is not so pleasant outside.  

He took it upon himself and started making props to add to the layout of targets strategically placed in the indoor archery range.  He 

recruited his wife and others to run the kitchen during these events.  This was a whole new project for Saginaw Field and Stream and 

it will continue to gain popularity as the word gets out. 

 He also dedicated his time at the big draw last summer known as the R100.  Not only setting targets, but if a prop or chal-

lenge was needed to contribute to the experience he was there.   

 Albeit that his time has been benefitting mostly the archery events, it is still benefitting the club.  Even though he works full 

time doing construction, he still finds all this time to help our club.   He has offered his knowledge of construction work also to the 

new clubhouse project should it become a reality.   

 Therefore, due to his dependability, enthusiasm, dedication, initiative, creativity & commitment to Saginaw Field and 

Stream Club, Wayne Hartwig is the 2008 Outstanding Member and is recognized as such.  

 

--- Respectfully submitted, Harvey Schneider 

 



     As part of my involvement with the NRC and DNR I 

attend a number of meetings.  This month I attended the 

Natural Resources Trust Fund Board meeting.  Briefly, the 

purpose of the Trust Fund is to acquire land/land rights 

for recreational purposes, environmental importance or 

scenic beauty and to develop public recreational facili-

ties.  The funds are derived from gas and oil royalties.  

One-third of the earnings of the fund are available each 

year for grants related to the purposes of the fund.  Also, 

a portion of the earnings goes to the state parks and the 

balance goes toward increasing the fund balance.  The 

fund is capped at $500 million and has a ways to go be-

fore it gets to that level.  During these meetings new pro-

jects are proposed and old projects are reviewed.  These 

projects range from city and county park improvements 

and developments, dam removals, revitalizing rivers, 

boat launch and beach facilities, to land purchases for 

hunting and habitat protection.  Some may remember the 

large land purchase in the U.P. for the protection of an 

important deer yard.  This fund was voted into existence 

by the people and is constitutionally protected.  Millions 

of dollars have been granted to many municipalities and 

the DNR since the existence of the Fund.  These grants 

are absolutely critical to the on-going effort of improving 

our outdoor experiences and, therefore, our quality of 

life.  

     The next day, at the NRC meeting, I heard about 

House bill 4204 which authorizes a referendum for the 

2010 ballot.  This referendum would change the Fund 

purposes to include managing the land and water re-

sources for recreational purposes and, would allow fifty 

percent of the earnings to be spent.  If I am reading this 

proposal correctly it is possible that seventy-five percent 

of the monies available could go to managing the re-

sources and twenty-five percent to facilities development 

with nothing going toward land/land rights acquisition.  

Currently, seventy-five percent could go to land/land 

rights acquisition for lands and facilities designated for 

our use. 

      I must commend the legislatures for recognizing the 

need to add funding to the DNR operations.  However, in 

their infinite wisdom, they have chosen to do so by steal-

ing from the future.  Some say we don’t need any more 

land in state hands.  They don’t recognize the increasing 

demand for public recreational facilities.  The trail sys-

tems alone are growing very rapidly but still don’t meet 

the demand.  The southern part of our state, where most 

of the people are, has the least amount of public land.  

The NRC, DNR and the Trust Fund Board have been try-

ing to correct that situation whenever opportunity pre-

sents itself. 

     This is just another stunt by the legislatures to get their 

hands on this Fund.  Now they can say they tried to get 

more funding for the DNR but it was (I hope) rejected.  I 

liken this to your boss telling you he is going to give you 

a raise but he is going to take it out of your pension fund.  

I am continually at a loss as to why the legislatures fail to 

recognize the financial implications to this state of having 

good management of our natural resources.  Maybe we 

aren’t persistent enough or loud enough in giving them 

direction.  House Bill # 4204 needs to be defeated. 

     On to the NRC meeting.  The Committee on Land Man-

agement discussed conservation easements.  Basically, if 

the land is worth acquiring but the owner won’t sell, a 

conservation easement is sought.  The easement usually 

allows the same access as purchased land except it must 

be non-motorized.  Other rights such as timber and sign-

age are negotiated.  Guess where the funds come from 

for the purchase of conservation easements.  If you are 

not sure, go back and reread the first part of this article. 

     There was a review of phase II of the land consolida-

tion.  Over 79,000 acres (9,831 parcels) were reviewed 

with 56,000 acres (5,172 parcels) being retained, 17,000 

acres (4,165 parcels) disposed of and 6,000 acres offered 

for sale.  The disposed of parcels contained a large num-

ber of subdivision lots. 

     Wildlife and fisheries reviewed the bear harvest.  

Statewide the quota was 2,447 with 2,346 bears being 

registered.  More are expected to be registered.  The 

tribal allowable harvest was 163 but only 14 have been 

registered so far. 

     This committee meeting ended with the crossbow dis-

cussion. Six people were for the current proposal and 

four were against. Nine were for the proposal with some 

changes.  The formal proposal will be presented for ap-

proval at the next meeting. 

     The Committee of the whole was given a legislative 

update – that’s where I found out about HB 4204.  The 

monthly spending plan was presented.  This year’s fund-

ing has been reduced by $12 million with another $10 

million being held.  There is a lot of concern about the 

available spending for next year.  The CWD report 

showed a continuing increase in testing. So far all the 

results, except one, have been negative.  Additional ef-

fort, directed at the captive cervid operations, was re-

quested. 

     The DNR has withdrawn support for the Axiom project 

(the water park in Grayling). 

      The first person in the public appearance portion of 

the meeting went into a long dissertation on baiting and 

feeding.  I hadn’t seen this individual at prior meetings 

but he must have been there as he covered every state-

ment ever made in opposition to the ban and proved 

himself not only late in the process but also very ignorant 

of the reasons for the ban.  Most of the crossbow com-

ments were in favor of allowing their use across the 

board.   

      Last month I talked about food plots on state land.  

This is being pushed by Ed Spinazzola who did a special 

presentation this month.  Ed is considered somewhat of 

an expert on food plots.  He had a sprayer and a broad-

casting fiddle (old timers will know what a fiddle is).  He 

donned his spraying equipment, showed the commis-

sioners how to spray an area describing the plants in the 

area and what should or should not be sprayed.  He ran 

out of time and didn’t finish the spraying portion of his 

program.  He’ll be back next month to continue his train-

ing program.  At the rate he’s going it’ll take all year to 

finish. 

 

Jim De Clerck   
 

Natural Resources Commission Meeting,  February 2009 
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Club Directory 
Officers 

President…………Thomas L. Heritier 989-799-7574 

Vice President……Dale Winters 989-792-5108 

Membership Sec ...Mike Meyer 989-274-4078 

Treasurer…………James L. De Clerck 989-781-8871 

Recording Sec..... .Greg King 989-695-4868 

Club Grounds     989-642-8312 

Committee Chairs 
Rifle Range………...Leo Richir 989-781-0908 

Archery…………….Dave Moeller 989-793-2485 

3-D Archery……….Rich Zanavich 989-233-3862 

Cowboy Action……Marty Bell 989-585-3292 

Trap & Skeet……… Mike Meyer 989-585-5070 

Pistol Range…………………………………………….. 

Black Powder…….. Dan Burch 989-781-2703 

CCW Training……..Dan Burch 989-781-2703 

Privacy Statement 
Saginaw Field and Stream Club maintains information on it’s 

membership consisting of name, address, telephone numbers, 

email address, date joined and MUCC Numbers. We do not 
sell, furnish or distribute this information to anyone. We guar-

antee the privacy of your information. Credit Card Numbers 

are not kept on file, they are destroyed after use. 

Saginaw Field and Stream 

Club 
Post Office Box 2092 

Saginaw, Michigan 48605 2092 

www.saginawfieldandstream.com 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
Saginaw Field and Stream Club P.O. Box 2092, Saginaw, Mi 48605 2092 

 
 
 

Date                                                   Age 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
City                                                    Zip Code 
 
Telephone (            )            
 
email   
 
Gate Card Number 
     
General           Associate          Renewal          General With CEC                   

VISA and MasterCard Accepted 

 
Fees Paid 

 
Credit Card Nbr. 
 

Expires: Month                        Year 
 
Signature as it appears on your card 
 
 

Regular Membership $55.00 
Initiation Fee $35.00 
CEC Archery $20.00 

Gate Card $10.00 
Associate $25.00 circle one 

Address Service Requested 


